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FORWARD 

Not only did they come from town but also places like Pressmen's 

Home, Stanley Valley, Choptack, and Strahl. For some the first football 

game they ever "seen" they played in. They went on to become attorneys, 

business owners, administrators, teachers, judges and generals. They had 

one thing in common - their love for the game. They are all part of the great 

tradition established by the Rogersvile High School Football Teams. 

The tradition began in the 1920's. Being a small school sometimes 

teams were hard to fill. In the 1930's five man teams were the norm. In the 

1944 season an eleven man team was established (the first in six years). 

This was the start of the present day 11 man team (so little was known 

about this aspect of the game at the time that a local paper reported the 

initiation of a 12 man team). The games were played at the present day City 

School on Friday nights. Swift College used the field on Saturday 

afternoons. The 1944 team used makeshift equipment - leather helmets, 

homemade pads laced together with shoestrings. They furnished their own 

jerseys and had their shoes repaired at the local shoe shop. They made up 

their own plays and played a 5 game schedule playing some schools twice. 

Good size crowds watched the game from the sidelines (no bleachers were 

available). 

In 1951 Hawkins County erected a new high school. TV A workers from 

John Sevier supplied the labor and TVA supplied the machinery to erect a 

new football field. This field was the home of the Warriors until 1980 - the 

year the Warriors became the Cherokee Chiefs. 

This publication provides information from the modern era (1944 thru 

1979). Little information was found in some years. Sometimes scores 

varied between papers, school annuals and memories. The intention of this 

publication is not to discredit any facts but to enhance memories of fans 

and players of bygone years. 



Rivals 

The Warriors longest running rivalry was with Newport. Rogersville 

played Newport every year, sometimes twice from 1944 thru 1976 with the 

exception of 1946 and 1947. In the series Rogersville won 18 games to 

Newport's 12 with 2 ties. 

However, the most furious competition came from the teams in the 

Rotherwood, later Upper Lakes, conference The Lynn View Lynxes, 

Sullivan Pirates (later Sullivan West), Ketron Wildcats, and, the game of 

games each year with the upper end Hawkins rival, the Church Hill 

Panthers made up the conference. Television stations could have shut 

down each year on the Friday night that Rogersville played Church Hill and 

no one would have noticed. In 1955 over 4,000 fans turned out to watch Jay . 
Salley and his Panthers take on the Warriors. The Rogersville - Church Hill 

series bean in 1951 and was played every year until 1979. Even though the 

game was played early in the season, the winner often went on to win the 

conference championship. Church Hill enjoyed a small edge in victories 

with 16 wins vs. 12 losses and two ties. The games were decided by 7 

points or less 15 times. 

Rogersville fared not so well against the other conference powerhouse, 

the Ketron Wildcats, scoring only 8 victories against 17 defeats. However 

the Warriors maintained a winning record against Sullivan, 17 wins and 12 

losses. Lynn View only defeated Rogersville 4 times, while the Warriors 

scored 24 wins against the Lynxes. 
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Leading Career Touchdown Scorers 

Rushing 

1. Jim Sizemore 31 9. Larry Gladson 13 
2. Mike LaRoy 30 Gene Price 13 
3. Tim Snapp 25 10. Joe Davis 12 
4. Jid Winstead 21 11. J.B. Vaughn 11 
5. Jim LaRoy 18 John Rogers 11 
6. Ronnie Hill 17 12. Dickie Winstead 10 

Scott Price 17 13. Larry Boyd 9 
7. Sammie Johnson 16 John North 9 

Eddie Fanney 16 14. Wayne Vaughn 8 
8. Danny Clark 14 Ronnie Price 8 

Gerald Winstead 14 Bob Bass 8 
Guy Courtney 8 

Most Touchdowns in one year - Eddie Fanney - 15 

Passing 

1. Jerry Davis 33 7. David Gladson 8 
2. Stan Pace 17 Dickie Winstead 8 

Kurt Winstead 17 9. Johnny Leonard 7 
3. Robert Miller 13 10. Henry Bradley 6 
4. Jim Sizemore 12 Mike Newberry 6 
5. Kevin Rohan 11 11. Joe Davis 5 
6. Gene Price 10 Dennis Hill 5 

Larry Boyd 10 Earl Kincaid 5 

Most touchdown passes in one year - Jerry Davis - 16 



1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 

Receiving 

Gene Venable 16 Herbert Price 
Darrell Price 14 Mike Bradley 
Henry Bradley 9 6. Dan Brooks 
Buddy Baird 9 Jim Brooks 
Gary Elkins 9 Ronnie Hill 
Ronald Brooks 7 7. Larry Gladson 
John Rogers 7 Jack Pattern 
Franklin Poe 6 Bill Winstead 
Craig Price 6 Gerald Winstead 

Most Received Touchdowns in one year - Gene Venable- 9 

Team Records 

Most Points Averaged per Game 

1971 Team - 26.8 
1955 Team - 26.7 
1976 Team- 26.1 

Least Points Allowed (A vg. per game) 

1964 Team - 3.4 (7 shutouts) 
1969 Team - 5.0 (6 shutouts) 
1954 Team - 5.0 (4 shutouts) 

Most points scored in one game 68 
(1971 Tomato Bowl vs. Knox Catholic) 

6 
6 
5 
5 
5 
4 
4 
4 
4 



1944 WARRIORS 

RECORD 2-2-1 

Opponent We They 

Mt. Citv 6 6 

Mt. Citv 19 14 
Jefferson City 13 6 
Newport 6 12 
Morristown 7 19 

Total Points 51 57 

Game Avg. 10.2 11.4 

First 12' 11 Man Team in 6 Years. 
Game Admission - Adult 25 cents 

Children 15 cents 

Touchdowns 
Rushing 

Owen Alley 3 
Sam Kirkpatrick 3 

Passing 

Burleigh Davis 2 

Receiving 

Lon Bradley 2 

Coachs: 

Captains: 

Manager 

Carnival 
Queen 

Johnny Haynes 
W.C. Pearson Jr. 

Burleigh Davis 
Bucky Wilson 

Lewis Poates 

Joyce Jones 

Cheerleaders 

SENIOR PLA YEAS 

Burleigh Davis 
Bucky Wilson 

Sam Kirkpatrick 
Owen Alley 

Bobby Chapman 
John Horner 



Name 

SEATED: Jimmy Lawson, Sam K1rkpatrick, Bcbby Chap­
man Captain Burleigh Davis, Lon Bradley, Owen Alley ... 
SECOND ROW : John Horner, Ben Lawson, Henry L. Pyne, 
Doc McConnell, Eugene Pearson, Burleigh Day 
STANDING: Kenneth Bloomer, J B. Howe, Chester Court­
ney, Bud Lawson, Bi!lie Hilton, Richard Elk1ns, Manager 
Lewis Poates. 

1944 Roster 

Position Wt. Grade Name Position Wt. Grade 

Burleigh Davis ........... QB ....... 165 ........ Sr. Randolph McConneii.G .......... 176 ........ So. 
Bucky Wilson ............. C .......... 155 ........ Sr. John Horner ............... G .......... 154 ........ Sr. 
Lon Bradley ................ HB ....... 175 ........ Jr. Henry Lee Pyne .......... FB ........ 135 ........ Jr. 
Sam Klrkpatrlck ......... HB ....... 150 ........ Sr. Eugene Pearson ......... G .......... 155 ........ Jr. 
Owen Alley ................. E .......... 165 ........ Sr. J.B. Howe ................... T .......... 200 ........ So. 
Bob Chapman ............ E .......... 147 ........ Sr. Chester Courtney ....... T .......... 180 ........ So. 



1945 WARRIORS 

RECORD 0-5 Coach: 

Captains: 
Opponent We They 

Newport 0 21 

Jefferson City 0 7 Managers: 
Jefferson City 0 14 

Carnival 
Queen 

Newport 6 14 

Morristown 6 25 

Total Points 12 81 

Game Avg. 2.4 16.2 

Season Opener Oct. 5th 

Touchdowns 

Rushing 

Ralph Williams 1 

Passing 

Herbert Howe 1 

Receiving 

Eugene Pearson 1 

Thomas Davis 

Buddy Day 
Henry Geiger 

Lewis Poates 
Jimmy Lawson 

Betty Ann Lane 

Cheerleaders 

SENIOR PLAYERS 

Eugene Pearson 
Jack Steele 
Gene Mayo 
Buddy Day 

Henry Geiger 
E.P. Heck 

Oliver Sanders 





RECORD 0-9-1 

Opponent 

Newport 

Greeneville 

Gate City 

Newport 

Mt. City 
Jefferson City 

Mt. City 

Gate City 

Pennington Gap 

Pennington Gap 

Total Points 

Game Avg. 

Touchdowns 

Rushing 

Henry Lee Pyne 
Jimmy Lawson 

1946 WARRIORS 

We They 

0 13 
0 40 
0 33 
0 7 

0 24 
0 0 
0 20 
0 51 

20 20 
6 31 

26 239 
2.6 23.9 

Coach: Jerome Harville 

Asst. Coach: Harold Pope 

Managers: 

Captains: 

Football 
Queen 

t,. 

Luther Price 
Lewis Poates 

Leroy Alley 

Cheerleaders 

Beaulah Allen 
Leona Howe 

Virginia Russell 
Richard Kendrick 

Carl Lyle 

Seniors 

Lewis Hagood 
Richard Elkins 

Roy Davis 
Henry Lee Pyne 
Jimmy Lawson 

Randolph McConnell 





1947 Warriors 

Since many of the football squad were graduated in the spring of 

1947 and as the schedule called for games with the larger high schools, 

Coach Watts decided it would be to future advantage of the school to 

cancel the schedule and confine their time to practice. Several hundred 

dollars worth of new equipment made it possible to outfit enough for home 

practice. Skrimishes were arranged with Greeneville "B" and "A" squads, 

Morristown's "B", and Jefferson City's "A" squad. 

Manager Jimmie Heck 

Captain Jimmie Lawson 

Bud Lawson 

Ralph Williams 

Herbert Howe 

Joe P. Davis 

Robert Pyne 

Kenneth Davis 

Kellie Elkins 

Kelce Hensley 

Hugh Lee Lawson 

Billy Pyne 

J.D. Byrd 

Wayne Paul 

Fred Smith 

1947 Football Squad 

Jim Cupp 

Bennie Floye 

Coy Davis 

Jack Patton 

Carroll Pearson 

Joe C. Davis 

Frank Morelock 

Harold Lee Mayo 

Curtis Payne 

James Richardson 







RECORD 5-4-1 

Opponent 

Unaka 

Harrison Chilowee 

Sullivan 

Erwin 

Copperhil 

Boone's Creek 

Bearlin 
Mountain City 

Total Points 

Game Avg. 

Touchdowns 

Rushing 

Guy Courtney 
Joe Davis 
Coy Sizemore 
Fred Davis 
Doty Laster 
Lawrence Walker 

1950 WARRIORS 

We They 

30 0 
0 28 

13 7 

13 0 
14 19 

0 41 
53 13 
26 7 

7 7 
13 19 

169 141 
16.9 14.1 

Coach: 

Asst. Coach: 

Manager: 

Captains: 

Football 
Queen 

Starting Lineup 

Fred Davis 
Doty Laster 
Guy Courtney 
Joe Davis 
Benny Floyd 
Bill Price 
Tom Cupp 
Luther Johnson 
Lawrence Walker 
John T. Walker 

HB 
HB 
FB 
QB 
c 
G 
G 
T 
T 
E 

Bill Pyne E 

Nicknames 

Jake Pope 

Burleigh Davis 

Frank Howe 

Bill Price 
Bill Pyne 

Shirley Bryan 

Cheerleaders 

Shirley Armstrong 
Polly Morris 

Wanda Vaughn 
Katherine Lane 

Guy "Comet" Courtney 
Joe "The Brain" Davis 
Fred "Stumpy" Davis 
Doty "H oss" Laster 

Guy Courtney and Joe Davis 
continued their football careers at ETSU 



1951 WARRIORS 

RECORD 3-7 

Opponent We They 
Copperhill 6 0 
Church Hill 13 6 
Newport 18 12 
Elizabeth on 0 13 
Sullivan 13 19 
Erwin 0 34 
Alcoa 0 8 
Harrison Chilowee 0 13 
Bearden 7 0 
Church Hill 0 13 

Total Points 57 118 
Game Avg. 5.7 

Touchdowns 
Rushing 

11.8 

Jid Winstead 3 
Scooter Sizemore 3 

Passing 

Coy Sizemore 2 
Bill Winstead 1 

Receiving 

Johnny Barker 
Fred Davis 
Tom Holt 

1 
1 
1 

Coach: Jake Pope 
Asst. Coach: Burleigh Davis 

Captains: Lyons Price 
Donald Price 

Football 
Annette Price Queen 

Admission to games - Adults $1.00 
Students $.50 

Season Passes Adults $4.50 
Student $2.00 

Fred Davis suffered a broken 
collar bone against Church 

Hill and will be lost for 
remainder of season. 

Practice began Aug. 6th 



1951 ROSTER 

Name Grade Wt. Poaition 

Lyons Price ..................... Sr .......... 183 ................ G 

Dudley Cupp ................... Jr .......... 140 ................ End 

Fred Davis ....................... Sr .......... 150 ................ HB 

Donald Price ................... Sr .......... 155 ................ End 

Joe Tom Smith ............... Sr .......... 150 ................ QB 

Charles Mooney ............. Sr .......... 175 ................ Sr. 

Jid Winstead ................... Fr .......... 170 ................ HB 

Billy Joe Winstead ......... Fr .......... 173 ................ FB 

Charles "Bogie Cole ...... Jr .......... 168 ................ T 

Roland Shepard ............. Jr .......... 150 ................ End 

V.B. "Yancy" Farmer ...... So ......... 155 ................ T 

Charles Weems .............. So ......... 165 ................ End 

Tom Cupp ....................... Sr .......... 140 ................ G 

Desmond Couch ............ So ......... 145 ................ G 

Merton "Pearly" Gates ... Sr .......... 170 ................ C 

Coy Sizemore ................. Jr .......... 130 ................ QB 

James Holt ...................... Jr .......... 150 ................ HB 

Steve Molsbee ................ Jr .......... 155 ................ G 

Wayne Eidson ................ So ......... 180 ................ T 

Guy Jones ....................... Fr .......... 170 ................ C 

Dewayne Rogers ............ Fr .......... 155 ................ HB 

Robert Armstrong ......... Fr .......... 144 ................ G 

Charles Holt. ................... Fr .......... 150 ................ HB 

Danny Anderso .............. Fr .......... 145 ................ HB 

Lowell Trent .................... So ......... 140 ................ FB 



1952 WARRIORS 

RECORD 4-5 

Opponent We They 
Jonesboro 18 6 
Church Hill 27 13 
Newport 6 7 
Elizabeth on 0 40 
Sullivan 0 65 
Harrison Chilowee 16 7 
Alcoa 0 54 
Lynn View 33 20 
Morristown 0 26 

Total Points 100 238 
Game Avg. 11.1 26.4 

Touchdowns 
Rushing 

Jid Winstead 6 
Wayne Eidson 3 
Bill Winstead 1 
Bob Minor 1 
Guy Jones 1 

Passing 

Jid Winstead 2 
Bill Winstead 1 

Receiving 

Roland Shephard 
Bill Winstead 

Coach: Jake Pope 

Asst. Coach: Burleigh Davis 

Captains: Steve Molsbee 
Y.B. Farmer 

Football Nancy DeBeau Queen 

- - -Cheerleaders 

Connie Margraves 
Barbara Terry 
Kathryn Myers 
Louis Brooks 

Mary Evelyn Green 
Sonny West 

Nancy DeBeau 
Wilma Price -----

Probable Lineup 

Right End 
Right Tackle 
Right Guard 
Center 
Left Guard 
Left Tackle 
Right Halfback 
Blocking Back 
Full Back 
Left Halfback 

Roland Shephard 
Wayne Eidson 
Steve Molsbee 
Charles Holt 
Bill Bentley 
Robert Minor 
Guy Jones 
Y.B. Farmer 
Jid Winstead 
Bill Winstead 

Admission to games - 50 cents 






























































































































